OF   THE   EAST   INDIES                                     89

returns, they thiow away their Beads and biazcn Saint, and bid faiewel
to Chnstianity In Anno 1720 there were not above seventy Chnstmns in
and about Siam, and they the most dissolute, lazy, thievish Rascals that were
to be found in the Gouiitiy.

The Bishop was one Mr Cissee, a Man of about 80 Years of Age, who,
in a Famine that happened there in Anno 1708. took up about 3000
Pounds Sted from the King, to buy Coin for the Support of his Church,
and such poor Siamers as weie converted by the Necessity of the Times,
who relapsed again assoon as the Famine ceased, and the poor old Bishop
cannot leave the Count! y till that Debt be discharged. He is super-
stitiously zealous for his Religion, and would fain go to Comhin-chma or
Tunqmn to die a Martyr, because it is Death by their Law to preach any
foreign Doctrine without Leave first obtained from theii Kings.

Whatever Principles he may have had in Religion I know not, but I am
sine that he was a diminutive Moralist, which I knew by Experience, in
seducing some of my Seamen, who were black Chnstians, to leave nry
Ship at Siam, contrary to his Promise, which obliged me to buy Slaves to
supply their Places; but I left him some Cause to repent of his Folly and
Breach of Promise,

There were four or five Priests there besides the Bishop, one whereof
always attends the College, and the others officiate daily in the Church.
They live abstemiously, but, I believe, lather thro5 Force than Choice,
for their Incomes are very small, as Charity and Piety are very cold among
their Flock The Poitugwze have also a Church there, built on the Side
of the River opposite to the lower End of the Town; but their Priests are
generally so scandalous in their Lives, that few frequent their Church,
or care for their Conversation. The Chinese being very numerous in Siam,
have several small Temples, but none remarkable for their Structure or
Beauty.

The Dutch have a Factory there, about a Mile below the Town, on the
same Side of the River. Their greatest Investments are in Tin, Sapan-wood
and Deers Skins, which they buy up for the Japan Market. The Siam Market
takes off but little European Goods; however the Dutch Chief makes a pretty
good Figure there.

The English, for many Years, had also a Factory there, till about the
Year 1686. the East-India Company seeking Occasions to pick a Quarrel
with the Siamets, in order to withdraw, they took hold of such as they
could first find, tho' never so frivolous. The first was about Anno 1684.
The Carolina, bound from England to China., had the Misfortune to lose
her Passage, and corning to Siam to pass away the North-east Monsoons,